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Points of Reference for the Conduct of
21t Century Deterrence and Assurance Research

Deterrence and Assurance are abstract political-military concepts. They are also conditions attained
in the minds of deterrees and assurees, achieved only at their respective discretion, and only in
nuanced context of their unique decision spaces. Activities undertaken to achieve deterrence and
assurance goals comprise planning and execution of a strategy, an equally abstract concept requiring
similar research consideration. Simply stated, research involves gaining understanding of both the
nature of a given deterrence and assurance problem, and how to address it.

With these themes in mind, new thinking in deterrence and assurance is not exclusively adversary
and/or military in scope. It calls for research into topics that go beyond consideration of adversary
military capabilities and attendant U.S./Allied means to countervail them. Topics include (but are not
limited to) local, regional, and international political and economic factors; socio-cultural and
decision-making dynamics; as well as psychological lines of inquiry, all of which are geared toward
informing policies pursuant to tailored deterrence and allied assurance objectives.

While better understanding into how objectives might be achieved vis-a-vis a given deterrence and
assurance problem set remains a central focus, equally as pertinent is appreciating the mechanics of
how objectives are to be achieved. Such research involves understanding the political, fiscal, and
bureaucratic aspects of marshalling limited national resources into coherent deterrence and
assurance strategies. Underlying all of this is the need to understand the nature of the term strategy
itself.

While not exhaustive, researchers are encouraged to consider the following alphabetized list of
references selected with each of these themes in mind as they pursue efforts to add to the literature.

UNDERSTANDING NATIONAL INTERESTS:

e Deibel, Terry L. “Chapter 4: Interests, Threats, and Opportunities.” Foreign Affairs Strategy:
Logic for American Statecraft. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2007), pp. 123-156,
https://www.amazon.com/Foreign-Affairs-Strategy-American-Statecraft/dp/0521692776.

e Gaddis, John Lewis. Surprise, Security, and the American Experience. (Cambridge, MA: Harvard
University Press, 2005), https://www.amazon.com/Surprise-Security-Experience-Civilization-
Government/dp/0674018362.

e Hamilton, Lee H. “Defining National Interest.” Editorial. The Christian Science Monitor, (30 Mar.
1998), https://www.csmonitor.com/1998/0330/033098.0pin.opin.2.html.

e Morgenthau, Hans J. “What Is the National Interest of the United States?” The Annals of the
American Academy of Political and Social Science, Vol. 282, The National Interest-Alone or with
Others? (Jul., 1952), pp. 1-7, http://www.jstor.org/stable/1030530.
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e Rice, Condoleezza. “Promoting the National Interest.” Foreign Affairs, Vol. 79, No. 1 (Jan.-Feb.,
2000), pp. 45-62, http://www.jstor.org/stable/20049613.

e Russel, Greg. “John Quincy Adams and the Ethics of America’s National Interest.” Review of
International Studies, Vol. 19, No. 1 (Jan., 1993), pp. 23-38,
http://www.jstor.org/stable/20097318.

e Sondermann, Fred A. “The Concept of the National Interest.” Orbis, Vol. 21, No. 1 (Spring,
1977), pp. 121-138, http://www.unz.org/Pub/Orbis-197791-00121?View=0Overview.

NATIONAL SECURITY STRATEGIC POLICY GUIDANCE:

e National Security Strategy of the United States of America (2017),
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/NSS-Final-12-18-2017-0905.pdf.

e Summary of the National Defense Strategy of the United States of America (2018),
https://www.defense.gov/Portals/1/Documents/pubs/2018-National-Defense-Strategy-
Summary.pdf.

e Nuclear Posture Review (2018), https://media.defense.gov/2018/Feb/02/2001872886/-1/-
1/1/2018-NUCLEAR-POSTURE-REVIEW-FINAL-REPORT.PDF.

e Missile Defense Review (2019), https://media.defense.gov/2019/Jan/17/2002080666/-1/-
1/1/2019-MISSILE-DEFENSE-REVIEW.PDF.

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE RESEARCH:

e Deterrence Operations Joint Operating Concept v. 2.0 (2006),
http://www.jcs.mil/Portals/36/Documents/Doctrine/concepts/joc_deterrence.pdf?ver=2017-
12-28-162015-337.

e Strategic Communications Joint Integrating Concept v. 1.0 (2009),

http://www.jcs.mil/Portals/36/Documents/Doctrine/concepts/jic strategiccommunications.pdf
?ver=2017-12-28-162005-353.

e Vitto, Vincent, comp. Report of the Defense Science Board Task Force on Strategic

Communication. Rep. Office of the Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition, Technology, and
Logistics, (Jan., 2008), https://apps.dtic.mil/dtic/tr/fulltext/u2/a476331.pdf.

THINKING ABOUT STRATEGY:

v

e Benson, Kevin C. M., “It Is Our Fault: ‘No Overarching Strategy’.” Military Strategy Magazine,
Vol. 6, Iss. 2 (Summer, 2018), pp. 20-22, https://www.militarystrategymagazine.com/article/It-Is-
Our-Fault-No-Overarching-Strategy/.

e Betts, Richard K. “Should Strategic Studies Survive?” World Politics, Vol. 50, No. 1, Fiftieth
Anniversary Special Issue (Oct., 1997), pp. 7-33, http://www.jstor.org/stable/25054025.

e Bracken, Paul. “Net Assessment: A Practical Guide.” Parameters, Vol. 36 (Spring, 2006), pp. 90-
100, https://www.hsdl.org/?view&did=460780.
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e Brands, Hal. “Choosing Primacy: U.S. Strategy and Global Order at the Dawn of the Post-Cold
War Era.” Texas National Security Review, Vol. 1, Iss. 2 (Mar., 2018), pp. 8-33,
https://tnsr.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/TNSR-Journal-Issue-2-Hal-Brands-02.pdf.

e Builder, Carl H. “Keeping the Strategic Flame.” Joint Forces Quarterly, No. 14 (Winter, 1996-97),
pp. 76-84, http://www.dtic.mil/get-tr-doc/pdf?AD=ADA423145.

e Ellis, Jr., James O., James N. Mattis, and Kori Schake. “Chapter 10: Restoring Our National
Security.” Blueprint for America. Ed. George P. Shultz. (Stanford, CA: Hoover Institution, 2016).
137-150,
https://www.hoover.org/sites/default/files/research/docs/george shultz blueprint for americ
a_ch10.pdf.

e Freedman, Lawrence. “The Meaning of Strategy Part |: The Origin Story.” Texas National
Security Review, Vol. 1, Iss. 1 (Dec., 2017), pp. 90-105, https://tnsr.org/wp-
content/uploads/2017/10/Vol-1-Issue-1-Freedman.pdf.

e Freedman, Lawrence. “The Meaning of Strategy Part Il: The Objectives.” Texas National Security
Review, Vol. 1, Iss. 2 (Mar., 2018), pp. 34-57, https://tnsr.org/wp-
content/uploads/2018/01/Freedman-TNSR-Vol-1-Issue-2-.pdf.

e Gray, Colin S. “Deterrence and the Nature of Strategy.” Small Wars & Insurgencies, Vol. 11, No.
2 (2000), pp. 17-26, http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/09592310008423274.

e Gray, Colin S. “So What! The Meaning of Strategy.” Military Strategy Magazine, Vol. 6, No. 1

(Winter, 2018), pp. 4-7, https://www.militarystrategymagazine.com/article/So-What-The-Meaning-
of-Strategy/.

e Harrison, Ross. Strategic Thinking in 3D: A Guide for National Security, Foreign Policy, and

Business Professionals. (Washington, D.C.: Potomac, 2013),
https://www.amazon.com/Strategic-Thinking-3D-National-Professionals/dp/1597977063.

e Henderson, Bruce D. “The Origin of Strategy.” Harvard Business Review, (Nov.-Dec., 1989),
https://hbr.org/1989/11/the-origin-of-strategy.

e Howard, Michael. “The Forgotten Dimensions of Strategy.” Foreign Affairs, Vol. 57, No. 5
(Summer, 1979), pp. 975-986, https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/1979-06-01/forgotten-
dimensions-strategy.

e Howard, Michael. “The Transformation of Strategy.” The RUSI Journal, Vol. 156, No. 4 (Aug.-
Sept., 2011), pp. 12-16, http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/03071847.2011.606637.

e MCDP 1-1 Strategy, http://www.marines.mil/Portals/59/Publications/MCDP%201-
1%20Strategy.pdf.

e Lykke Jr., Col. Arthur F. “Defining Military Strategy = E+W+M.” Military Review, Vol. LXIX, No. 5 (May,
1989), pp. 1-8,
http://cgsc.contentdm.oclc.org/utils/getdownloaditem/collection/p124201coll1/id/504/filename/5
05.pdf/mapsto/pdf/type/singleitem.

e Meiser, Jeffery W. “Ends + Ways + Means = (Bad) Strategy.” Parameters, Vol. 46, No. 4 (Winter,
2016-17), pp. 81-91, https://www.hsdl.org/?view&did=799478.
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Metz, Steven. “Why Aren’t Americans Better at Strategy?” Military Review, Vol. LXIX, No. 5
(May, 1989), pp. 9-15,
http://cgsc.contentdm.oclc.org/utils/getdownloaditem/collection/p124201coll1/id/504/filenam
e/505.pdf/mapsto/pdf/type/singleitem.

Webb, Major Andrew C. “Rethinking Strategy-Art Lykke and the Development of the Ends Ways
Means Model of Strategy.” Thesis. U.S. Army Command and General Staff College, Ft.
Leavenworth, KS, (2019). https://nsiteam.com/social/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Webb-
Andrew-C.-Rethinking-Strategy-Art-Lykke-and-the-Development-of-the-Ends-Ways-Means-
Model-of-Strategy-31-MAY-19.pdf.

Mintzberg, Henry. “Patterns in Strategy Formation.” Management Science, Vol. 24, No. 9 (May,
1978), pp. 934-948, http://www.jstor.org/stable/2630633.

Owens, Mackubin. “On Strategy and Strategic Planning: Repairing America’s Strategic ‘Black
Hole’.” The Heritage Foundation, Military Strength Topical Essays (7 Oct 2016)
https://www.heritage.org/military-strength-topical-essays/2017-essays/strategy-and-strategic-

planning-repairing-americas.

Ross, Dennis. Statecraft: And How to Restore America's Standing in the World. (New York:
Farrar, Straus, and Giroux, 2008), https://www.amazon.com/Statecraft-Restore-Americas-
Standing-World/dp/0374531196.

Silove, Nina. “Beyond the Buzzword: The Three Meanings of ‘Grand Strategy’.” Security Studies,
(2017), pp. 1-31, https://doi.org/10.1080/09636412.2017.1360073.

Rumelt, Richard, Good Strategy Bad Strategy: The Difference and Why It Matters. (New York:
Crown Publishing, 2011) http://goodbadstrategy.com/about-the-book/.

Smith, M.L.R. “Why Strategy is Easy but Difficult (at the Same Time): A Short Study on the
Complexities of Escalation.” Military Strategy Magazine, Vol. 5, Iss. 4 (Summer, 2017), pp. 10-

13, https://www.militarystrategymagazine.com/article/why-strategy-is-easy-but-difficult-at-the-

same-time-a-short-study-on-the-complexities-of-escalation/.

Van Riper, Lt. Gen. Paul. “From Grand Strategy to Operational Design: Getting It Right.” Military
Strategy Magaazine, Vol. 4, Iss. 2 (Fall, 2014), pp. 13-18,
https://www.militarystrategymagazine.com/article/from-grand-strategy-to-operational-design-
getting-it-right/.

Van Riper, Lt. Gen. Paul. “The Foundation of Strategic Thinking.” Military Strategy Magazine,

Vol. 2, Iss. 3 (Summer, 2012), pp. 4-10, https://www.militarystrategymagazine.com/article/The-

Foundation-of-Strategic-Thinking/.

THINKING ABOUT THREAT

Belden, Thomas G. “Indications, Warning, and Crisis Operations.” International Studies
Quarterly, Vol. 21, No. 1, Special Issue on International Crisis: Progress and Prospects for
Applied Forecasting and Management (Mar., 1977), pp. 181-198,
http://www.jstor.org/stable/2600151.
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Betts, Richard K. “Intelligence Warning: Old Problems, New Agendas.” Parameters, Vol. 28
(Spring, 1998), pp. 26-35, https://www.hsdl.org/?view&did=568.

Betts, Richard K. Surprise Attack: Lessons for Defense Planning. (Washington, D.C., The
Brookings Institution, 1982), https://www.brookings.edu/book/surprise-attack.

Coats, Daniel R. Statement for the Record, Worldwide Threat Assessment of the US Intelligence
Community. Director of National Intelligence, (29 January 2019),

https://www.intelligence.senate.qov/sites/default/files/documents/os-dcoats-012919.pdf.

Grabo, Cynthia M. Anticipating Surprise: Analysis for Strategic Warning. Ed. Jan Goldman.
(Center for Strategic Intelligence Research, Joint Military Intelligence College, Washington, D.C.:
2002). Web, http://www.ni-u.edu/ni_press/pdf/Anticipating Surprise Analysis.pdf.

Milburn, Thomas W. “The Nature of Threat.” Journal of Social Issues, Vol. 33, No. Iss. 1 (Jan.,
1977), pp. 126—-139, http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1540-4560.1977.tb01872.x.

Singer, J. David. “Threat-Perception and the Armament-Tension Dilemma.” The Journal of
Conflict Resolution, Vol. 2, No .1, Studies on Attitudes and Communication (Mar., 1958), pp. 90-
105, http://www.jstor.org/stable/172848.

Wohlstetter, Roberta. “Cuba and Pearl Harbor: Hindsight and Foresight.” Foreign Affairs, Vol.
43, No. 4 (Jul., 1965), pp. 691-707, https://www.jstor.org/stable/20039133.

Wohlstetter, Roberta. Pearl Harbor: Warning and Decision. (Stanford, CA: Stanford University
Press, 1962), https://www.amazon.com/Pearl-Harbor-Decision-Roberta-
Wohlstetter/dp/0804705984.

Yarhi-Milo, Keren. “In the Eye of the Beholder: How Leaders and Intelligence Communities

Assess the Intentions of Adversaries.” International Security, Vol. 38, Iss. 1 (Summer, 2013),
pp. 7-51 https://www.mitpressjournals.org/doi/abs/10.1162/ISEC a 00128.

THINKING ABOUT DETERRENCE AT THE “STRATEGIC” LEVEL:

Chilton, Gen. Kevin, and Greg Weaver. “Waging Deterrence in the 21st Century.” Strategic
Studies Quarterly, (2009), pp. 31-42,
http://www.airuniversity.af.mil/Portals/10/SSQ/documents/Volume-03 Issue-1/Chilton.pdf.
Ducharme, Douglas R. “Measuring Strategic Deterrence: A Wargaming Approach.” Joint Force
Quarterly, No. 82, 3™ Quarter (2016), pp. 40-46,
https://ndupress.ndu.edu/Portals/68/Documents/jfa/jfq-82/ifg-82 40-46 Ducharme.pdf.
Haney, Adm. Cecil D. “Strategic Deterrence for the Future.” Air and Space Power Journal, Vol.
29, No. 4 (Jul. — Aug., 2015), pp. 4-8,
http://www.airuniversity.af.mil/Portals/10/ASPJ/journals/Volume-29 Issue-4/SLP-Haney.pdf.
Payne, Keith B. “Understanding Deterrence.” Comparative Strategy, Vol. 30, No. 5 (Nov., 2011),
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